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A gopher's worst nightmare: Sandy Felts and son Brmduh“mﬂc.

THE ONLY
GOOD
. _GOPHER...

— Rodent trapper stalks— |

vard-destroying vermin

By Thomas Ropp
The Arizona Rapubilic
orgel the rakish gophers in
F Caddyshack. They're me-
chanical. They're movie go-
phers. Real gophers, according to
Sundy Felts, have absolutcly no
redeciting qualities.

Her hands and forearms arc
senrred, cof, boened nnd  braised
from real gophers, But then, she and
pocket pophers have been strange
yardfellows for a Jong time.

Felts, a professional gopher exter-
minalor, 15 president of Gopher

. Getters Inc. (Phone: 278-9525). She
and her employees only do gophers,

Felts learned ber profession from
her father while she was growing up
on & farm in Giln Bend. “He paid me
25 cents a tail," she said, *T had 1o
pat them in jars."

Al the age of 4, she stuck her armi
down a gopher bole and leamed
semething else. Gophers hite. Bad.

“1 neardy lost my thumb,” Felts
saic. “People think they only have
four teeth. Bui they aciually have
twenly more in the center of their
mouth that prind recks into nothing,
When' they latch on, they don't et
§0." She's been trying to cqual the
BQOTE ever since.

Felis' ability io recopnize the
scent of gopher urine has been a key
1o her success as @ gopher trapper.
In fact, she can even distinguish
manke from female urine,

She picks up the sceni by poking a
serewdriver in the pround  and
smclling the dirl.

“Males have real podent urine,”
Felts ssic. “They mark their tunnels,

— Sec TRAPPER, page S8
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